
Hemodynamically unstable Hemodynamically stable 

Consider “CODE CRIMSON” 

Resuscitation 

MTP, TXA, inotropes, bilateral 

thoracostomies +/- ICC*  

CT chest (aortogram) 

THORACOTOMY in 

OT  

(Consider cardiac 

OT) 

Penetrating Chest Trauma 

Small pneumothorax 

+ no haemothorax 

Serial examination + 

repeat CXR 

Significant 

haemopneumothorax 

Fluid responsive 

No 

Yes 

Traumatic Cardiac Arrest:  

Follow traumatic cardiac arrest algorithm 

Lung Injury Cardiac 

Injury/intercostal 

Major Vascular Injury 

Cardiothoracic 

consult 

Vascular/Cardio-

thoracic consult 

ICC* insertion 

Diaphragmatic Injury 

Indications for surgery: 

• Active bleeding 

• Herniation of organs 

• Exclusion of intra-abdominal 

injury 

1.  

Consider VATS or 

thoracotomy for 

persistent bleeding 

or air leak 

Consider early ICC* insertion if 

large haemo +/- pneumothorax 

on e-FAST or CXR  

* Refer to ICC insertion checklist 

 


